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Business of the Month for March!!! Pioneer Garden & Feed

Ron Leston and Bill Cargis are all smiles after receiving the Business of the Month award presented by President Phil Patel.
This family owned small business is not only a landmark in Villa Park, it is truly a Gem.
Shop their store for seeds, plants, bird feeders, garden art, seed and feed and everything you need to satisfy anyone dying to dig in the dirt.
Don’t have a green thumb? Ask the experts. They are a wealth of horticulural and historical knowlege to help you whether it’s
identifying pesky plants and insects, what to plant where, or what bird feed attracts what birds. You can ask their advice on just about
everything, or just listen to stories about the history of Villa Park and the people who live here.
Remember when you shop local, your money stays local so that businesses like Pioneer not only survive, but thrive!!!
They are rated 5 Stars on Yelp and here’s just a few comments people have posted.


Menards, Home Depot or Lowes cannot compete with the family friendly atmosphere here. I prefer the pat on the back, friendly handshake, that friendly smile
and yes that knowledgeable horticulture experience. They have so many garden treasures.



This place is the absolute best for gardening supplies. The staff is always amazingly friendly and helpful, and they strike a nice balance between seeing if you
need help and letting you aimlessly browse the store. I will continue to patronize this fantastic store as long as they're in business, which I hope will be forever.



I have been a loyal customer for over 15 years and will continue to be so until I can't bend over to plant something in the ground. Everyone at the store is
friendly, knowledgeable and helpful (I don't think I've ever carried my purchases to my car myself!). This is definitely the epitome of wonderful customer service.



This place is the best!!! Everyone there is very knowledgeable, helpful and ready to serve. Shop local and support your community!



5 stars for nostalgia, excellent selection, superb customer service and knowledge that is second to none.
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Chamber/Community Calendar
April 13th – Historical Museum Opens Reception 1-3
April 18th – Lions & Leos Spaghetti dinner at WBHS
April 25th – Lauren’s Lager Tapping Reception
April 27th – Shredding event at JW Reedy Realty
April 27th – Prairie Path Cleanup
April 29th – Wine & Cheese Tasting for Scholarship
May 1st – Dupage Optical Scholarship Luncheon
May 18th – Montessori Anniversary Party

Choose Dupage Luncheon
Choose Dupage President and CEO Greg Bedalov addressed members of the Addison, Glendale Heights, Villa Park and
Wooddale Chambers at the Feb 28th luncheon

Community Pride Chili Cook Off!!!
Judges Jeff Stulgin, Erin Knackstedt and Mike Bailey were all smiles because their tummies were full after tasting the
cornbread and chili. Winners were awarded aprons and a free lunch at Stulgin’s Park Boulevard Tavern.
Sorry chili contest winners, Stulgin’s still has the best in VP!
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New marketing programs
The Chamber Board has approved a number of marketing initiatives to help promote your business!! You can choose one, both or
neither. You are under NO obligation. This is simply an opportunity if you choose to take advantage of it.
1. The Village and Chamber have partnered with CGI Communications to offer our members the opportunity to produce a
professional video commercial featuring your business. There are a number of options available at price points to meet your
budget. Factors include length of video, etc. This video will be published to the Village website, Chamber website and
www.relocate.org for a period of 2 years. You can view a sample of the video at www.invillapark.com under the Community
Videos link on the bottom right hand side of the page. The village portion of the video is being updated to reflect the changes
that will be happening in the village due to the upcoming election and the progress that has been made since it was originally
produced 2 years ago. In addition, there will be an additional tab highlighting the Chamber of Commerce and it’s members.
2. The Chamber Board has approved the publication of a printed Community Directory to be designed by the Daily Herald. This
publication will be in the form of a high glossy, full color booklet that will include all of our members listed both alphabetical
and by business category. The booklet will be mailed to the 7,000 residents in Villa Park, and available at a number of public
locations such as the library, village hall, and Rec centers. Once again there are numerous options depending on ad size if you
choose to participate in the booklet. The book will contain relevant information regarding the village, including history,
recreation, and highlighting our members. It will also be available as a full booklet view on the Chamber Website.
Some other exciting news is that we are going through a complete web redesign. I’m confident our new website will better
promote the Chamber, Community and your business. We will also be including a mobile version.
I hope these programs offer you some unique ways to promote your business. Please remember You are under NO obligation to
participate. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 630/941-9133.
Below is a letter you will be receiving via mail from the Daily Herald showing our support
Dear Chamber Member,
The Villa Park Chamber of Commerce works to provide the tools to bring new customers to your business. Whether it’s to
residents or businesses in Villa Park we have a great opportunity for you to market your brand!
By advertising in our 2013 Community Guide & Business Directory, you will market your business directly to neighborhood
residents and fellow business owners.
Our guide is a remarkable advertising tool, which is highly visible and will be delivered to area homeowners and chamber businesses
th
the week of August 12 . Thousands of copies of our publication will be widely distributed throughout the community all year
long to new residents and businesses.
We are pleased to be working with the Daily Herald to produce our publication. Our new guide will be online all year long on
Dailyherald.com and the Chamber’s website. Advertisers will have a link directly to their own website to increase
visibility
and optimization.
Don’t miss the opportunity to promote your business this summer and all year long
to area residents and business owners.
Our representative from the Daily Herald is Alan Wiscomb. You can reach Alan by completing the information below and
806-5455 or give him a call at (847) 899-0123 to set up a time to review the details, or you can email Alan at
awiscomb@dailyherald.com.

fax to (847)

Thank you again for your ongoing Chamber support. Your involvement, financial commitment and enthusiasm with the Villa Park
Chamber of Commerce is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Alesia Bailey

Yes!

I am interested in advertising in the Arlington Heights Community Guide & Business Directory.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Company

Contact Name

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone
Address

Fax to Alan at (847) 806-5455 or Call (847) 899-0123
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Annual Scholarship Luncheon at Dupage Optical

Thank you for your generosity Dr. Butzon and Dr. Cho!
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The Historical Museum Opens April 13th!
Stop in for refreshments and see the new
Exhibits!

Mark your calendars for these events!
May 4th Spring Antique Safari
July 3 Ice Cream Social

Odeum Sports Director, Tony Dallas Inducted into lllinois Soccer Hall of Fame!
On Saturday, November 18th at the Stadium Club in Toyota Park, Tony Dallas was inducted
into the Illinois Soccer Hall of Fame. Soccer fans, aficionados and dignitaries from all over
the nation attended this prestigious affair, the 2012 Induction Ceremony and Banquet, to
honor those who have displayed an outstanding commitment and service to the game of
soccer.
When Tony played with the Chicago Horizon Indoor Soccer team (then housed at the
Rosemont Horizon) he met the Greco’s, the close-knit family that owns and runs the Odeum
Sports & Expo Center in Villa Park. His team began practicing at the Odeum and the
relationship with the Greco family grew. The Greco’s became Tony’s second family.
Tony and his team won the Midwest Open Cup three times and then went on to the US Open Cup Final. He played professionally until
1982 and continued to play soccer for the next several years, but began focusing on coaching both indoor and outdoor amateur teams after
an injury sidelined him. In 1986 the Odeum Sports Center snapped him up and he became their full-time Sports Director. The Greco’s
couldn’t have been more thrilled to have him officially join the Odeum family.
The Odeum Sports & Expo Center is DuPage County’s largest facility for special events, trade shows, concerts and sporting events. The
Odeum’s diversity and ideal location sets it apart, as well as the center being run by the Greco family, who welcome their customers into
their “home” and treat their employees with the utmost dignity and respect. They also cater to a diverse collection of soccer leagues,
including several international leagues from as far away as Europe, Latin America and Central America. For additional information,
please visit http://www.odeumexpo.com.
Excerpt from an article written by Lisa Molloy
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